
CATTLE

NEWBORN CALVES
We would like to highlight again the importance of colostrum for a newborn calf. A calf gets born without any kind 
of immunity and is fully dependent on the antibodies it receives from the dam from the colostrum. In a suckler 
herd, 9 out of 10 times calves will find their way to the teats by themselves. What is important though is to know 
when this is not the case, for example, after a difficult calving. Giving a slower calf an extra feed of colostrum and 
an injection of Metacam® can make a lot of difference to future growth rates. 

VACCINATIONS
Protecting next year’s herd starts now. Leptospirosis and BVD, for example, are two diseases that can cause 
significant losses if an infection hits an unprotected herd. To prevent fertility losses or abortions in your breeding 
animals next year you have to start vaccinating them now, so that they will be protected before turn-out with the 
bull. 

Although lungworm outbreaks are mainly seen in the late summer or autumn, early springtime is the moment to 
start vaccinating your youngstock with Bovilis® Huskvac. That way you will keep the infection grade on your fields 
low and the animals will develop a good level of immunity. Bovilis® Huskvac has a very short shelf life. We have to 
order it in specifically for you. If you would like to order it, or would like any more information, please contact our 
Reception team. 

Clostridial diseases like Blackleg should not be underestimated. We’ve had a couple of outbreaks this year where 
a client lost multiple young animals due to Blackleg. This could be prevented if the calves would have been vacci-
nated twice with Bravoxin10 or Heptavac®P-Plus. Calves and lambs can be vaccinated from 2 weeks of age and 
immunity lasts for 12 months. 

If you have any questions about these (or other vaccinations), please speak to a vet and we will see what the best 
approach is on your farm.

GENERAL

The last couple of weeks our vets have been quite busy 
with calvings and lambings and so it seems that the 
busiest time of the year has officially started! Make sure 
that you get your lambing/calving preparations right and 
give our Reception staff at least 24 hours’ notice to get 
your drug orders ready. The lambing list is available on 
our website.
 
Please don’t wait until the last week to book your TB-test 
in. Book your TB-test well in advance, because, as is the 
case for a lot of us in springtime, a vet’s diary gets 
booked up pretty quickly! 
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SHEEP

It was great to see an excellent turnout to our Sheep 
Meeting earlier this month. Sam and Will organised a 
great programme and were rewarded with over 40 of you 
attending the evening. Assisted by Steve, the meeting 
covered everything you need to know to help make this 
lambing period successful. 

LAMB FIRST AID

While some of you might already have lambing well 
underway, for others it will be fast approaching. When I 
say preparing I don’t mean just checking the cupboards 
are fully stocked with Lube, Iodine, antibiotics and all the 
other bits and pieces you will need. In this Newsletter I 
would like to highlight the care for newborn lambs that are 
struggling to get going. 

When you find a lamb that possibly didn’t suck and still looks wet, it’s worth making sure the lamb isn’t 
hypothermic. Have a thermometer ready with your lambing kit to be able to take a temperature when necessary.

The temperature of a lamb should be above 37.5⁰C otherwise it is hypothermic. If a lamb is less than 6 hours old, it 
still has a reserve of brown fat available. When you warm the lamb up (in a towel or with a heat lamp), the brown 
fat will function as a source of energy to support the lamb. Tubing with colostrum can still be of benefit to give it a 
good start. You should dry a wet lamb first before warming it up to prevent heat loss through evaporation. 

Once over 6 hours old the brown fat will be used up and the lamb depends on milk as a source of energy. If the 
lamb can hold its head up, a feed will probably get it going. If it is in a worse state it might need some 
intra-peritoneal glucose before warming to ensure it has enough energy. When it has perked up a bit, you can then 
give it a feed. 

If you have any questions or you are not sure what to do with a hypothermic lamb, you can always call the Surgery 
and we will try to help you.
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PRACTICAL LAMBING WORKSHOP

Due to popularity we are running another Practical Lambing workshop. This would be ideal for any of 
you who are yet to start lambing and would like to brush up on your lambing techniques or the new 
shepherd that has never experienced a busy lambing period.

Some of the topics to be included are:
»Importance of preparation for lambing time
»Housing for lambing
»Difficult lambing techniques
»Body condition scoring
»Disease treatment and prevention
»Vaccination

March 7th
10am-4pm

Meet at Hook Norton Surgery

For more information or to book your 
place, please contact the Surgery. 


