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STAFF NEWS

Congratulations to our Equine Head of Clinic, Amy, who married her partner Matt at a lovely ceremony near 
Stow on the Wold before Christmas. 

We would like to welcome back one of our Nurses, Yvonne, from maternity leave. Yvonne will be covering the 
Equine Clinic out of hours on her duties. 

ADVANCED VETERINARY PRACTICE CERTIFICATE

Congratulations to Equine Vet, Nancy, who recently completed her certificate in Advanced Veterinary Practice. 
Nancy has studied for this modular based certificate over the past 4 years, taking modules in Equine Practice, 
Dentistry and Medicine. Nancy joins Sally to bring our tally up to two RCVS Certificate Holder’s on the Equine 
Team. 

WINTER TALK SERIES

Our Winter Talk Series has kicked off to a great start. 
Farrier, Ben Benson, and Equine Vet, Sally, spoke on 
'The Foot, The Whole Foot and Nothing but the Foot', 
while Equine Vets, Tom and Katherine, held a fun, 
interactive talk on Equine First Aid and Emergencies.

Our next talk is on the 21st February, at Sibford Village 
Hall - 'Cushing’s and Equine Metabolic Syndrome'. 
Please contact Large Animal Reception on 01608 
730085 to book your place.

Later in the spring we will also be doing an evening on 
Gastric Ulcers - keep your eye out on our text 
messaging service and Social Media pages to find out 
more.

Contact the Surgery if you would like to receive emails and texts regarding the talks we provide.
Reception will update the marketing preferences on your account.

PONY CLUB VACCINATION

There has been an amendment 
to the Pony Club Rule Book 2018 
– all horses and ponies 
attending or competing at 
Pony Club Events or training 
need to be fully inoculated for 
Equine Influenza by the 
following protocol:

» 1st Vaccination- Day 0.

» 2nd Vaccination 21-92 days after 1st vaccination.

» 3rd Vaccination 150-215 days after 2nd vaccination.

» Annual Booster Vaccination within 365 days of 3rd
   vaccination.

If you are not sure if your horse or pony's vaccinations 
are up to date, please call us at the Surgery so we can 
go through it with you.
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Following the success of the autumn campaign for Cushing's Disease (PPID) testing, the 
initial blood tests for PPID are free of charge for the duration of 2018*. Please note that 
autumn is still the best time to test for PPID due to the increased sensitivity of the test at 
this time of the year. However, as spring approaches and we start to see more Laminitis 
in horses and ponies, it is always worth bearing in mind that 9 out of 10 Laminitis cases 
will have an underlying endocrine disorder such as PPID or Equine Metabolic Syndrome. 
Addressing and managing these underlying conditions will greatly improve the 
outcome for your Laminitic horse or pony. 

Visit 'Talk About Laminitis' Website for more information and to download your voucher code. This needs to be 
given to the attending vet when taking the blood sample.
*Professional fees and visit charges will still apply for these tests. They can be done on zone visits, but you will be required to bring the sample to 

the Surgery as they need to be spun down within 4 hours of taking the blood.

THE GAMBIA HORSE AND DONKEY TRUST

On the 20th March, Equine Vet, Nancy, Equine Nurse, Jenna, and 
Head of Clinic, Amy, are travelling to The Gambia Horse and 
Donkey Trust (GHDT) in Africa. They will be there to help educate 
Gambians on welfare and veterinary treatment of horses and 
donkeys, as well as treating in-patients at the hospital and horses 
and donkeys out in remote villages in the bush.

One of the fundamental problems the charity come across is poorly 
fitting harnesses and bits which cause injury to the horses and 
donkeys that the Gambian families rely upon for their income and 
livelihood. We are asking for donations of pony sized (<4.5") bits, 
pony/cob head-collars or fly fringes so that our team can take them out to The GHDT. If you have any of the above 
that is surplus to requirements - please could you hand to any of our Vets on a visit, or drop it in at any of our 
Surgeries- thank you! 

You can find out more about the charity by searching for 'The Gambia Horse and Donkey Trust' website online.

SWEET ITCH

Is your horse prone to Sweet Itch? Don't forget that prevention is much better than cure and an itch cycle can be 
hard to break down. As the weather starts to get warmer we will be starting to see midge activity. Get your 
preventative measures in place sooner rather than later - repellents, rugs and grazing management - avoid 
stagnant water and grazing at dawn and dusk.

If you would like more advice regarding Sweet Itch, please give one of our
Equine Vets a call at the Surgery: 01608 730085.

CUSHING’S TESTING

FACEBOOK

We have set up a new Facebook page, specifically for our Equine Clients. Here you can find seasonal 
news, interesting case studies and information about upcoming talks and events hosted by the Equine 
Clinic. Search for 'Hook Norton Veterinary Group - Equine Vets' to find us! Don’t forget we also have an 
active Instagram account (@hooknortonvets) and Twitter account (@hooknortonvets).


