
SHEEP

KEEPING YOUR LAMBS ALIVE!
After a lot of hard work there will now be plenty 
of lambs on the ground, and after such a 
miserable period of weather it is critical we keep 
as many of them alive as possible! There will be 
several disease challenges in the coming weeks 
and months:
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1.) PASTEURELLA
Hopefully your ewes will have had a Heptavac®-P plus booster before lambing and the lambs receive 
enough colostrum after birth. The Pasteurella component of the vaccine will last 6 weeks in the lamb. If 
you have any lambs die suddenly please get a post mortem. If you have had problems previously, our 
advice would be to vaccinate the lambs with Ovivac®-P plus.

2.) COCCIDIOSIS
Lambs are prone to suffer from the Protozoa Coccidia from a month of age. We advise to drench with 
Tolracol® from 4-6 weeks old and/or after the first signs of Cocci are seen in the flock – ill thrift +/- 
(bloody) scour. We can confirm the diagnosis via faecal samples and post mortem.

3.) CLOSTRIDIAL DISEASE
As long as a Heptavac®-P plus booster is administered to the ewes and good colostrum management is 
in place, lambs should be covered until 12 weeks of age for Clostridial Disease. At this point Ovivac®-P 
plus is recommended to give further cover.

4.) WORMS
We advise doing Faecal Egg Counts (FECs) from a month old if at pasture. We can then recommend the 
best course of action with respect to the type of wormer to use (or not!), the best bio-security measures 
to put in place and how to reduce resistance in your flock!



Hook Norton Veterinary Group, White Hills Surgery, Sibford Road, Hook Norton, OX15 5DG.
Farm Department: 01608 730085. E: farm@hooknortonvets.co.uk. Member of XLVets UK Ltd (www.xlvets.co.uk) F

LUNGWORM PREVENTION-BOVILIS® HUSKVAC!

Don’t forget to order your Bovilis® Huskvac NOW to make sure you get the two doses required before turnout!
We had several outbreaks of lungworm last year in both young stock and adult cattle. It can have a huge impact 
on the productivity of your herd i.e. reduced growth rates, as well as the deaths it can cause. The vaccine is 
proven to be a cost-effective way of preventing disease and building up the herd immunity.

If you think you see animals with the 
signs of disease it is important to get 
a confirmed diagnosis either from 
faecal samples or at post mortem.

Clinical signs to look out for include:
respiratory distress, husky cough, 
dull, depressed, reduced milk yield, 
loss of condition, reduced growth 
rates, death.

CATTLE

HNVG DISBUDDING SERVICE
This service has proved very popular in the last year. We 
charge a fee per animal (size dependent) which includes 
knocking down your calves with sedation and injecting 
them with local anaesthetic and a painkiller 
(Metacam®). We can do individuals or groups of up to 
20-30 calves at a time and we have had both our dairy 
and beef suckler farms take us up on the offer. We have 
found it to be a much less painful and stressful 
experience for the animals, Vets and farmers involved!

For more information (including on price per 
animal/group) please speak to one of the Farm Vets.

CALF SCOUR

Calf scours account for roughly 50% of all calf deaths in the UK. It affects both beef and dairy farms and can cost 
up to £200 per affected calf. The cause is always multi-factorial, and depending on the age of the animals 
involved, can include bugs such as Ecoli, Rota and Corona virus, Cryptosporidium and Coccidian.

Firstly it is important to find out which bugs are causing the disease outbreak in your calves so we can advise you 
on the correct management needed. We therefore will always ask for a fresh faeces sample. 

The most important treatment will usually involve rehydration of the calf. We recommend  Rehydion® Gel added 
to milk as a good measure to increase electrolytes, and we have also had some great results with Diakur® powder 
added to milk which binds and eliminates the bugs. Once we have a diagnosis we will recommend to inject with 
an anti-inflammatory eg. Metacam®, and if required the correct antibiotic to use.

Many of our farms already vaccinate their cows in late pregnancy with Rotavec™ Corona to boost the amount of 
antibodies available to the calf in the colostrum it receives shortly after birth. We now have another vaccine 
available to us called Bovigen® Scour which we will use in a similar way. Both these vaccines protect against the E 
coli, Rota and Corona viruses.

If you would like further information on how to control scouring calves in your herd please contact the Surgery.


