
UPCOMING FARM MEETINGS

MAXIMISING PROFITS THROUGH THE DAIRY-BEEF SUPPLY CHAIN
6 February, 10.30am - 2pm (Farm walk between 1pm - 2pm)
The Crown Inn, The Square, Twyford, MK18 4EG.

Throughout the day you will be discussing:

 »Herd Genetic Reports
 »Genomics
 »Herd replacement requirements
 »Sexed semen
 »Today’s beef market requirements
 »Beef sire selection – benefits throughout the supply chain

Lunch is included and the day will finish with a farm walk, which is kindly hosted by Mark Wood, Portway Farms.  
Sam Baldwyn will give an overview of the calf rearing process that is in place on the farm.

PRE-LAMBING SHEEP MEETING
There is still time to book your place on our Pre-Lambing Sheep Meeting, on the 7th of February, at the Horse and 
Groom in Milcombe. This will be an opportunity to discuss key areas around the lambing period which play a 
critical role in reducing early mortality and maximising future growth rates. Points for discussion will include: 
colostrum management, lambing environment hygiene, antibiotic use around the lambing period and early lamb 
vaccination protocols. If you wish to attend, please contact reception so we can accommodate for food and numbers.

The weather is having a major influence on disease challenges at present as the following 
examples show:

CATTLE

PNEUMONIA
This has been a major problem this winter and, in most cases, has been caused by bacteria like Mannheima and 
Pastuerella, which have caused acute outbreaks following favourable weather conditions, e.g. chilling followed 
by damp, humid, mild conditions.

Prompt diagnosis and treatment is vital, especially as the first signs can be sudden death. So again, post-mortem 
of any losses, alongside swift treatment protocols are highly important. We are happy to advise you.

MASTITIS and HIGH SCC
Wet bedding, expensive straw, still, mild, humid days have all contributed to these problems. If you are 
experiencing a higher incidence of Mastitis and/or High SCC please contact the Surgery so that we can investigate 
and advise you on the best course of action.
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To book your FREE place ring 
the AHDB KE Events Hub on:

01904 771212 or email 
ke.events@ahdb.org.uk 



SHEEP

The value of post-mortems and blood-testing any poor-doing sheep and unexpected losses have been well 
illustrated recently:

1.   LIVER FLUKE
So far, we have post-mortemed two groups of sheep which have been brought south this autumn from 'up north' 
with severe fatal liver fluke infestations.

These sheep were in poor condition and post-mortem revealed small, pale, fibrosed livers with massive adult liver 
fluke infestations of the liver parenchyma and gall bladder. These incidents raised a number of questions:

 a) why hadn't they been treated on arrival with a flukicide alongside a group 4 or 5 wormer like Zolvix™?

 b) why had they not received a second dose of flukicide 2 - 4 weeks later if a fluke infestation was
 suspected? (Frankly any sheep from 'up north' are high risk for fluke, especially this wet year).

 c) are the flukicides we currently have for our use still working? Current advice is to swap over between
 Triclabendazole (Endofluke) and Closantel because there have been reports of resistant strains of fluke.

 d)  what are the implications for the rest of the affected group? The likelihood is that they will also be
 affected to various degrees and need prompt treatment with a flukicide along with a vitamin drench to
 stimulate the liver, and improved feeding to help improve body conditions. Some may never recover.

 e) what are the implications for my farm if they have been grazing sheep pastures? They will no doubt have
 contaminated any pasture they have been on with fluke eggs, and in wet conditions (and providing the 
 snail is present to complete the life-cycle) this can be a threat to your indigenous sheep.

 f)  how might it affect my lambing? Any animal with liver damage is less able to utilise and metabolise food
 and nutrients and this will manifest itself in the period around lambing, with a greater incidence of
 Twinlamb, Hypocalcaemia, small lambs, poor colostrum quality and sometimes even death of the ewe.

So the value of post-mortems can easily be seen in this 
example, allowing remedial action and proactive measures to 
be taken and advice given. We prefer to carry out 
post-mortems at the Hook Norton Surgery by appointment 
and for you to dispose of the carcass afterwards. For best 
results a post-mortem needs to be carried out within 24 hours 
of death.

Note small pale liver with large number of adult fluke on surface.

2. SHEEP LAMENESS
This has become a major problem on many farms this winter despite shepherds implementing the 5-Point Plan.

Best advice is to ascertain the major cause of the problem, e.g. foot-rot, scald, CODD (Contagious Ovine Digital 
Dermatitis), and treat appropriately. If housing sheep, it is vital that they are treated on housing to prevent further 
build-up in the lambing/fattening sheds.

We can advise you on what is the best prevenative. However, in most cases the use of a Linco-spectin™ footbath 
alongside injecting affected sheep with Zactran® (1ml/25kg sub-cutaneously, meat withdrawal 29 days), is the best 
policy.
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