
GENERAL

WORMERS AND VACCINES
We have a well-stocked and competitively priced Farm Shop at 
the Hook Norton Surgery supplying POM-VPS products which 
include sheep and cattle vaccines, wormers and fly control 
products. Trace element boluses, foot bathing products, lambing 
and calving consumables, and other seasonal products are also 
stocked. Please contact Large Animal Reception if you would like 
a price quote, or to place an order. Given enough notice, we can 
also send drug orders to our Branch Surgeries in Charlbury or 
Deddington.

PARASITE CONTROL
Ectoparasite and endoparasite control should be at the top of your list when it comes to planning at this time of 
year and as summer comes, the flies will surely follow!

For fly control on cattle we are stocking the following products in our farm shop this year.
Spotinor® can be used for the treatment and prevention of infestations by biting and non-biting flies. Where 
Horn-flies predominate, treatment and prevention of infestations can be expected for 4 - 8 weeks. It can also be 
used to treat cattle for lice. One application will take 4-5 weeks to clear all lice, during which time lice from 
hatching eggs are also killed. Very few lice may remain on a small minority of animals. 
Flypor is used in the control of flies, Sarcoptic and Chorioptic Mange and biting and sucking lice in cattle;  it lasts 
up to 8 weeks. In cases of heavy infestations, treatment can be repeated at 4 week intervals.
Butox® Swish is used for use in the control of biting and nuisance flies and biting and sucking lice in cattle.  A 
single application provides protection against flies for 8 to 10 weeks depending on the infestation degree, fly 
species and weather conditions. Treatment should be repeated within 8 - 10 weeks. A single application is 
sufficient against lice. 

For fly control on sheep we are stocking the following products in our farm shop this year.
Both of which provide up to 8 weeks’ protection.
Clikzin® is used for the prevention of Blowfly strike.
Ectofly is used for the treatment and control of headflies, the treatment of ticks and biting lice and the prevention 
and treatment of blowfly strike.

POST MORTEMS
Since the closure of the VI centre at Luddington, we have developed a post mortem examination service at our 
Hook Norton Surgery. We have the facilities to carry out inspections of lambs, sheep and calves, and can come 
out on farm to deal with larger animals.
We can see gross pathology, and carry out some tests at the Surgery and are able to send off samples to external 
laboratories for further investigation and diagnostic analysis.
Please ring ahead if you are bringing dead animals in; this will ensure a vet is available to carry out the work, and 
you are able to take the carcass away. The benefit is twofold – you get an immediate result and avoid a disposal 
charge.
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SHEEP

Worm Egg Counts
There is a constant threat of an increase in resistance to wormers, largely due to inappropriate use, or overuse of 
Anthelmintics. We recommend that these drugs are used in a more strategic way.

We suggest carrying out worm egg counts to assess the disease challenge to help determine whether groups of 
sheep need to be treated. The advantages of taking this approach are reduced cost of drugs, cutting the time used 
to handle sheep, and the reduced risk of developing resistance. Free pots to collect faecal samples in can be 
collected from our Hook Norton Surgery.

CATTLE

TUBERCULOSIS
TB continues to be a problem on many farms. There are useful resources at the following websites:

www.tbhub.co.uk   For general information
www.ibtb.co.uk   For an interactive map showing TB cases across England
www.tbfreeengland.co.uk An NFU resource
www.tbas.org.uk   An advisory service to reduce the risks of TB entering your farm

TYRE WIRE
Tyres used to weigh down plastic sheeting on silage clamps perish after several years in the sun, exposing the 
reinforcing wires. The wire then falls onto the sheeting and works its way through and into the silage when the tyres 
and sheeting are removed. 

When this is fed, the cows ingest the fragments of wire; these can then penetrate the rumen leading to a tracking of 
infection into the abdomen, causing Peritonitis, liver abscesses or Pericarditis as the wire migrates in the cow’s 
body.

Prevention is better than cure; we recommend disposing of degraded tyres rather than using them, and giving 
magnetic boluses that remain in the rumen. These attract and render tyre wires or other items such as screws, 
nails, metal filings etc., harmless. Please ring the Surgery for further advice.

CRITICALLY IMPORTANT ANTIBIOTICS
The Red Tractor Farm Assurance scheme has now restricted the use of 3rd and 4th generation 
Cephalosporins (eg Cobactan, Cephaguard® DC, Cevaxcel RTU) and Fluoroquinolones (eg 
Marbox™, Baytril®) on dairy farms. These can only be used where there is a specific indication, 
following culture and sensitivity testing, following veterinary investigation. Routine use is 
prohibited, and these drugs will not be dispensed without specific reason.

It is likely that similar restrictions will be placed on beef farms in the near future. Vaccination, and 
improved husbandry can be used to reduce the need for the antibiotics, please call us for advice.

For more information on any of the topics covered in this month’s newsletter, contact the 
Surgery on 01608 730085, to speak to one of the farm vets.

E-MAILED INVOICES AND NEWSLETTERS
For clients who receive their invoices by e-mail (rather than post), it is regrettably no longer possible to attach our 
Newsletters at the same time. However, these are always available to read and download within a few days of the 
1st of the month, by visiting our website www.hooknortonvets.co.uk and going to the ‘Info Sheets and Guides’ of 
whichever Department’s Newsletter you wish to view. Past Newsletters are also there for reference.
Any clients who would prefer to have their invoices e-mailed (who currently receive them by post) should request 
this by e-mailing our Accounts Department at: accounts@hooknortonvets.co.uk to make a written request. Our 
aim eventually is for all clients to receive their invoices by e-mail.
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Due to new General Data Protection Regulation changes that took place on the 25th of May 2018, we will need 
your permission to  provide you with vaccine, wormer and general healthcare reminders & newsletters. In order 
for us to do this we need your permission to contact you via selected third parties. Please contact the Surgery to 
do this or for more information, if you haven’t already done so.  


