
DROUGHT

The drought conditions throughout our area are having a major effect on animal health and welfare.
 
1.  Water is crucial to 
all of our livestock, 
and we are seeing a 
number of problems 
related to the lack of 
it. You should be 
checking the water 
supply to your stock 
both inside and out, 
at least once a day, 
preferably twice. You 
should check all drinkers in fields containing stock. We have already had problems, with cattle in particular, 
congregating around troughs and damaging the drinkers and water supply. Do not rely on natural water supplies 
as streams and ponds are running low and are easily contaminated. Either move cattle or supply a suitable water 
butt and drinker. 

2. Due to the lack of grass and burning of pastures animals are foraging for anything green in the hedgerows, 
even bitter plants are being consumed. Please be vigilant with poisonous plants. We have already seen problems 
with Hemlock and white Bryony, and beware of Woody and Deadly Nightshade. Best practice is to manually 
remove it, bag it and burn. Likewise, with the multitude of Ragwort about at the moment. 

3. Vaccinating against Clostridial diseases is sensible. Animals are consuming more soil in their diet as they graze 
tighter to the ground leading to problems like Blackleg along with Listeria and Wooden Tongue. 

4. Internal parasites like worms and fluke are reduced in these dry conditions, so are less likely to be problematic. 
But beware when wetter conditions do return. One parasite that does like these conditions is the sheep Barber’s 
pole worm Haemonchus Contortus, which affects both sheep and goats, symptoms are anaemia, bottle jaw and 
death. Scouring is NOT usually a symptom. 

5. External parasites, in particular flies and maggots, are a major problem in this weather. Please ensure all 
livestock have, at the minimum, an active pour-on product to help protect them. This may need re-applying 
sooner than usual. We have also found cattle are having problems with head flies spreading New Forest Eye, 
which needs prompt treatment. Spraying problem groups of cattle with Deosect® (available at the Surgery) from 
a knapsack sprayer is a useful addition to a pour-on. 

6. Fertility. In both cattle and sheep, you can expect lower conception rates in females and reduced libido in males 
in this weather. Consider delaying tupping and the use of teasers. Ensure there is plenty of shade, food and water 
for any breeding groups. 
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SHEEP

August is traditionally the month replacements are bought 
in from up North or via local sheep sales at Bicester and 
Rugby. See the check list below for bought in thaves and 
ewe lambs.

1. If possible purchase from known sources. 

2. Quarantine for at least four weeks to identify any bought 
in problems like ORF, foot rot, CODD, sheep scab etc.

3. Worm on arrival with group 4 or 5 wormer, e.g. Zolvix™ 
to reduce introduction of resistant worms. 

4. Treat for fluke 2-4 weeks after arrival to catch all phases 
of life cycle. 

5. Clostridial and Pastuerella vaccination. Some 
replacement females will be sold with a vaccine warranty. 
This is fine BUT if there is any doubt 2 doses, 4 weeks apart 
pre-tupping is vital. The booster dose is given pre-lambing.

6. We recommend Toxoplasma and Enzootic vaccines for 
abortion, which can be given at the same time. These 
must be given at least 3 weeks pre-tupping & last a 
lifetime.

7. Footrot vaccine. Remember to leave at least two weeks 
between administration of any vaccines. You may also 
consider foot bathing.
 
TOXOVAX
Don’t forget, we are offering a 5% discount on all Toxovax
™ orders and deliveries in August to reduce the September 
rush on the Toxovax™ vaccine. T&Cs apply. 
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INVOICES

Our eventual aim is to email the majority of the invoices we currently post. 

Any clients who would prefer to have their invoices e-mailed should request this by e-mailing 
our Accounts Department at: accounts@hooknortonvets.co.uk to make a written request.

CATTLE

STAMP OUT BVD
Next month we will be telling you all about the new 
‘Stamp Out BVD’ campaign that is running 
throughout England. Funding will be available in for 
three years through the Rural Development 
Programme for England (RDPE.) We will be holding a 
meeting where you can find out more information 
and sign up to the campaign. More details to follow.

HERD/ FLOCK HEALTH PLANS
With the recent changes in the red tractor assurance 
scheme coming into force as of June, all farms are 
required to have a health plan in place. Health plans 
must be reviewed with your vet annually and cover a 
range of different protocols and practices. An annual 
antibiotic review must now be part of your health 
plan and include a breakdown of all drugs used as 
well as a reduction strategy for the farm.  
While for some, going through health plans can seem 
a tick box exercise, they can be a useful tool in 
reviewing your livestock’s performance and finding 
areas for development in the future. Having up to 
date treatment protocols in place for common 
conditions also allows prompt and effective 
treatment, ultimately driving profitability. Annual 
reviews are also a great opportunity to discuss 
general matters such as vaccination options, fertility 
queries and antibiotic choices. 
Summer is an ideal time of year to get health plans 
completed for those of you not flat out combining! 
Getting organised now can save a lot of stress and 
rush during the busier times of lambing and calving!

FARMSKILLS 
We have a ‘Mastering Medicines’ FarmSkills course 
available for farmers on the 12th of September. For 
farms that are members of the Red Tractor Scheme 
you will need to attend in order to gain your farm 
assurance. 

The course runs from 10-4pm. All refreshments will be 
provided. For more information or to book onto the 
day, please contact the Surgery or visit 
www.farmskills.co.uk.

COUNTRYFILE LIVE
We will be attending Countryfile Live again this year 
as the Duty Vets for the farm animals at the show. If 
you are attending, feel free to drop by and say hello, 
we will have a stand near Adam’s Farm! 

 


