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SHEEP

JOINT ILL

We are seeing a lot of Joint Ill problems this year in lambs usually between 5 and 10 days of age. This disease is 
caused by bacteria entering the blood-stream via the mouth, naval, tagging or ringing sites. There is often a 
mixture of bacteria present making choice of antibiotics important for treatment.

Clinical signs

»Hot, painful, swollen joints.

»Usually knee, shoulder, elbow and hock joints.

»Difficulty standing.

»Difficulty sucking (keeping up with mum).

COCCIDIOSIS

Due to the recent weather we have recorded some of the highest Cocci counts in recent years. If you have lambs 
over 3 weeks of age bring us a mixed faecal sample to check whether your lambs need treating. Our lab will 
provide results within 24 hours.

Clinical signs
»Dirty lambs with Diarrhoea (+/- blood/mucus).
»Weight loss, ill thrift.
»Straining to defecate.
»Death (post mortem examination essential).

Treatment
Once diagnosed treatment is straightforward with an appropriate drench
dispensed at the Surgery. Delay in diagnosis and treatment will have significant
impacts on flock performance. If your lambs aren’t thriving or you have suffered 
losses let us know.

WORMS (NEMATODIRUS)

With the sudden change in temperature Nematodirus infestation in lambs is a serious 
concern. These worms cause profuse Diarrhoea and if left untreated can result in a 
high number of losses. Remain vigilant over the coming weeks for any signs of dirty tails 
in your lambs. Treatment is achieved with a white drench however submitting a faecal 
sample for analysis is also important to confirm the presence of any other parasites. 
Post mortem examination of dead lambs is also a vital tool in diagnosing disease and 
protecting the rest of the flock. These can be carried out on farm or brought into the 
Surgery to avoid visit charges. 

 Treatment

 »Appropriate broad-spectrum antibiotic (Betamox LA).

 »Must give an anti-inflammatory (Flunixin/Metacam®).

 »More serious cases may require steroid injection.

 »Unsure? Speak to one of our vets for advice on best

   treatment.



CATTLE

TUBERCULOSIS

It is a bit of a perennial request, but please could you book TB tests in plenty of time. With Warwickshire and 
Oxfordshire now on six monthly testing this has become even more important than before. There have also been a 
couple of cases when pre-movement paperwork has not been completed in time to send animals to market. If you 
require copies of the test charts, please tell us when you need them so we can prioritise them.

NUTRITIONAL DISEASE

The change from winter forage to spring grass can lead to nutritional diseases such as Bloat or Hypomagnesaemia 
(Staggers). Both of these are veterinary emergencies and speed of treatment is often critical.

STAGGERS
 
We have already seen a significant number of cases this year in both cattle and sheep. Hypomagnesaemia in cattle 
occurs when intake of Magnesium in the diet is insufficient to meet the animal’s daily requirement. This disease is 
typically seen in spring when cattle are turned out onto fresh lush pasture. This, and the presence of Potassium 
and/or Ammonia (Nitrogen) based fertilisers inhibits the absorption of Magnesium from the rumen. Affected cows 
may initially become separated from the group, appear startled, grind their teeth and show muscle twitching.

If untreated the disease progresses rapidly and the animal becomes recumbent with seizure activity. Magnesium 
can be given under the skin but in all cases where Hypomagnesaemia is suspected the vet should be called, as 
sedatives and intravenous therapy will most likely be required. It may also be wise to take a blood sample from a 
number of the cows in the group, as one incidence of disease could be an indication that magnesium levels are 
dangerously low across the herd.

As with most disease prevention is better than 
treatment. To prevent this condition we recommend 
supplementing your cattle with Magnesium. This can 
be done with minerals in the feed, placing Magnesium 
Chloride in the drinking water or best of all with 
individual Magnesium boluses. This should be done at 
least one week before turnout. We stock a variety of 
Magnesium boluses in the Farm Shop, speak to a farm 
vet for more information. 

BLOAT

Frothy Bloat can be a seasonal problem in both dairy and beef cattle. The condition is usually caused by the rapid 
consumption of lush legume pasture species (especially Clover and Lucerne) in spring and summer. Bloat is caused 
by an increase in the gas pressure within the rumen. The gas is trapped as foam preventing the cow from belching 
normally and death results from the increased pressure causing heart and lung failure. Frothy Bloat is often 
triggered by cattle gorging themselves. Feeding out grass hay a few hours before the cattle are moved into a new 
pasture will likely reduce their appetite and thus the incidence of Bloat.

The more commonly seen Gas Bloat can be caused by many different conditions of which blockages and infections 
are just two. Both conditions will likely require veterinary intervention and can be resolved by drenching, tubing or 
inserting a ruminal trocar in more chronic conditions.
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