
CATTLE
The mild weather has seen an increase  of respiratory and scour problems in housed cattle. 
Vaccination is a key component in reducing the impact on your herd.

 »FATTENING CATTLE – IBR and Clostridial disease are the main culprits. A single dose of Bovilis® IBR can 
be given intranasally for prompt protection within 48 hours, or intramuscularly which will provide protection in 10-14 
days. To protect against Clostridial death, 2 doses of Bravoxin 10 should be given 4-6 weeks apart. However, we do see 
a good response in 7-10 days of the first dose.

 »YOUNG CATTLE -  we recommend Bovalto Respi Intranasal for early protection from 10 days old, 
followed by Bovalto Respi 4 from 3 weeks old, with a second dose 4 weeks later. This will considerable reduce 
Pneumonia  problems in young, growing cattle.

 »CALF SCOUR – a diagnosis is paramount. Any scouring calf should be checked for Rotavirus, Corona 
virus, Cryptosporidium & E. coli – this can be done at the Surgery and a suitable treatment prescribed. We strongly 
advise the vaccination of suckler and dairy cows pre-calving with Bovigen® Scour vaccine. This is given 4-12 weeks 
pre-calving and passes on significant protection to at risk calves via colostrum and milk. 

 »CRYPTOSPORIDIUM – we now have both a powder and liquid formulation for Parofor® Crypto, which 
is very effective treatment for this serious scour agent. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Happy New Year to you all! HNVG hope you all enjoyed the holidays and send you all warm wishes for a bright and 
prosperous 2019. 

SHEEP
The early flocks have started lambing and now is a good time to check your stocks of medicines and equipment. The 
HNVG lambing list is available online & at the Surgery. Orders can be taken over the phone, via email or fax. . Please 
allow a minimum of 24 hours’ notice to enable authorisation for any drugs and time for the Surgery staff to get the 
order together for you. 

ORF
Orf is highly contagious and a continuous threat to UK flocks, outbreaks have a drastic effect on health, welfare and 
productivity. Anecdotally the 2018 lambing season saw unprecedented levels of Orf in lambs and ewes, most likely due 
to the harsh winter conditions (predisposing animals to more skin damage) and ewes in poorer condition producing 
less colostrum/milk, which has a knock-on effect with the lamb’s general health and ability to fight disease. 

A survey of over 700 farms shed new light on the disease in sheep flocks in England. It helped identify programmes 
that should be put in place to better help control the disease. A key finding was that, on farms where Orf has been 
seen, both ewes AND lambs should be vaccinated. The survey found significant prevalence of the disease in lambs 
and identified that though vaccination is the most important step to take in controlling the disease, other strategies 
should also be implemented. Controlling thistles, nettles and docks – thistles in particular, which cause skin abrasions 
allowing the virus to enter the body and replicate - was also observed as being an important control measure. 
Another finding was that increased numbers of orphan lambs were associated with increased cases of Orf. 

The first sign of Orf is usually scabby lesions around the nostrils and mouth, but can soon spread to other parts of the 
body including teats, feet & tail. Orf affected lambs are on average 2.2kg lighter than unaffected lambs. The virus can 
survive in cool, dry conditions, so scabs that detach may remain infectious in lambing sheds for years after the initial 
outbreak. Orf can spread to humans too – so anyone handling infected sheep must ensure their hands are fully 
protected so as not to come into contact with the virus. 

If Orf has been seen on farm, a simple vaccination of all ewes and lambs with Scabivax™ Forte can significantly 
reduce the impact on production of further outbreaks. Pregnant ewes should be vaccinated no less than 7 weeks 
before housing for lambing. This will allow them to develop significant immunity in time for lambing and prevent 
contamination of the environment where the lambs are born.  The vaccine is licensed to reduce clinical signs, and 
immunity develops within 4 to 8 weeks after vaccination. Ewes will need to have an annual vaccination booster. 
Lambs are born naïve to the disease and can be vaccinated from 1 day old. 

Scabivax™ Forte is simple to administer and the vaccine applicator allows for a precision dose to be delivered every 
time via a single 4-5cm scratch between the animal’s foreleg and chest wall. Within 7-10 days a row of scabs will form 
along this scratch, showing the vaccine has ‘taken’. If you have previously seen Orf on your farm and would like to 
discuss vaccinating your flock, please contact the Surgery.  
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detection of Pregnancy Toxaemia. Additional tests can be run; however, there will be an extra cost.
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FARMSKILLS 2019:
16th January - Practical Lambing

23rd January - Mastering Medicines - Dairy
20th February - Mastering Medicines -

Beef & Sheep
8th May - Calf Rearing (Birth to Weaning)

23rd October - Practical Calving

If you would like more information or to sign up to 
any of the FarmSkills courses, please

contact the Surgery.
FARMSKILLS

2019

VACCINE STORAGE
For all users of vaccines, it is vital, even in 
winter, that vaccines are kept at fridge 
temperature, are transported around 
the farm in a cool bag & only mixed 
within 1 hour of usage.

INVOICES
Our eventual aim is to email the majority 
of the invoices we currently post.  Any 
clients who would prefer to have their 
invoices e-mailed should request this by 
e-mailing our Accounts Department at: 
accounts@hooknortonvets.co.uk to 
make a written request.


