
FARM MEETINGS

FREE SHEEP MASTITIS MEETING
Date: 6th November 
Time: 7.30 pm arrival for 8.00pm start
Venue: Horse and Groom, Milcombe.
Hot buffet food and a welcome drink on arrival
The evening will be hosted by Barry Larkham Jones BVMS, MRCVS (Technical Services 
Vet Ruminant Hipra UK and Ireland LTD), where we will discuss Sheep Mastitis and 
Udder Health & the new ovine specific Mastitis vaccine Vimco®.

FREE ON-FARM DAIRY DRY COW PRACTICAL WORKSHOP
Date: 14th November
Time: 10am - 4pm
Venue: Park Hill Farm, Halford, Shipston on stour, Warks, CV36 5DQ, by kind permission of Robert Long. 
Join HNVG for a practical dry cow workshop. We will be covering Selective Dry Cow Therapy and udder changes 
that occur when the dairy cow goes through the drying-off process. Although this is a voluntary meeting, it will 
count towards your Red Tractor Accreditation. Lunch and refreshments are included, booking is essential. Kindly 
sponsored by MSD.  

MASTERING MEDICINES
Date: 21st November
Time: 10am-4pm
Venue: Hook Norton Surgery
We are holding another Mastering Medicines FarmSkills course on the 21st of November. Red tractor guidelines 
now recommend at least one person to attend one of these courses so you can keep up your accreditation. All 
refreshments will be provided. £75.00+VAT per person.

For more information or to book your place at any of these events, please contact the Surgery.
T: 01608 730085 or E: farm@hooknortonvets.co.uk. 

CATTLE
HOUSING UPDATE - WORMING & PNEUMONIA VACCINATION
We have recently had quite a few cases of Lungworm diagnosed at the Practice. This highlights the importance of 
worming cattle around the housing period. There are several different options to choose from in how and when to 
worm and vaccinate and all have their merits. Below are 3 commonly used protocols.

1.Gather cattle 3-4 weeks prior to housing. Worm stock for Lungworm and stomach worms and give first dose of 
Pneumonia vaccine (such as Bovalto Respi 4). Second Pneumonia vaccination is then given at housing. This method gives 
calves full protection very soon after housing and also avoids the risks associated with killing Lungworm at the same time 
as the stress of housing.
 
2.To worm and begin vaccination protocol at housing. This means less handling of stock and all jobs can be done at once. 
This does mean that there is a large amount of stress at once and the benefits of vaccination will not be maximised until a 
month after housing.
 
3.Separate out the worming and Pneumonia vaccination. Vaccinate young stock as innoption 1 to gain maximum 
immunity prior to housing. Give a combination wormer (Closamectin) 6 weeks after housing. A combination wormer can 
be used effectively in this case as parasites will be mature enough to be killed by the active ingredient Closantel. Worming 
with a combination wormer before this time will not kill immature fluke.
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SCOUR IN CALVES
It may seem early for spring calving herds to be acting on calf health for 2019, however making plans now could 
help reduce calf mortality and morbidity this coming spring. 

Calf Scour is not only costly with high mortality and greatly reduced growth rates, it can be a draining and 
frustrating disease to deal with in your herd. Viral causes of scour (Rota and Corona) have no treatment with 
supportive therapy being the only option. For this reason, prevention is a great way to protect your young stock 
before they even hit the ground. 

A single vaccination with Bovigen® Scour 12 weeks – 3 weeks prior to calving boosts antibodies in dam colostrum. 
This provides passive protection to calves during the at-risk period for E. Coli, Rota and Corona. To get the most 
out of this vaccine, cows should be PD’d to get a rough calving estimate and adequate colostrum ingestion 
(minimum 3L in the first 24h) must occur. It is important not to neglect good calf management and hygiene and 
use the vaccine as another tool in your armoury against calf disease.

BLACKLEG
As we begin housing cattle, we are likely to see a few cases of Blackleg 
disease in young stock. This disease is caused by a Clostridial bacteria, C. 
Chauvoei. Spores to these bacteria can survive in the soil for many years 
and enter the bloodstream of the animal following ingestion. Once in the 
bloodstream, they will then lodge into muscle where they may lay dormant. 
Excessive exercise, bruising or even stress will then cause these spores to 
germinate, multiply and cause Septicaemia. Clinical signs include fever, 
depression and lameness on the affected limb, however more often than 
not, animals are found dead and bloated.

This disease is also seen in sheep; though it tends to be secondary to 
superficial wounds such as shearing. Once identified survival is rare, however 
occasionally a high dose of Penicillin can be effective. Upon post mortem, 
affected muscle is black, gassy and a crackling sound is heard on applying 
pressure. Diagnosis can be confirmed with laboratory examination of the 
muscle.

Young cattle between 6-18 months in good condition are mostly affected and 
we tend to see outbreaks of a few cattle at a time. Housing is often a trigger 
factor with increased stress and bruising as cattle are knocked about. The 
images here are from an outbreak we saw last year where 5 calves were found 
dead overnight. Fortunately, this disease is very easy and cheap to prevent. 
Two vaccines are available in the form of Bravoxin® 10 and Blackleg Vaccine 
with a primary course consisting of two injections 4-6 weeks apart. Completing 
this course prior to housing is ideal; however starting at the time of housing will 
protect stock through the winter.

For more information please contact one of the vets at the Practice. 

Hook Norton Veterinary Group, White Hills Surgery, Sibford Road, Hook Norton, OX15 5DG.
Farm Department: 01608 730085. E: farm@hooknortonvets.co.uk. Member of XLVets UK Ltd (www.xlvets.co.uk) F

INVOICES

Any clients who would prefer to have their invoices e-mailed should request this by e-mailing 
our Accounts Department at: accounts@hooknortonvets.co.uk to make a written request. 
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