
WELCOME ELLIE!
Please all welcome Ellie Deinert, who some of you may have met when she 
worked for us as a locum in December 2018. We liked her so much we have asked 
her to come back! Ellie graduated in 2012 from Wroclaw University and has 
particular interest’s in Sports Horse medicine, lameness and opthalmology. She is 
an FEI Permitted Treating Veterinarian and particularly enjoys her work at FEI 
eventing competitions.

FREE CLIENT EVENING
Our ‘18/’19 winter talks series is coming to an exciting finale with an evening of 
talks from two stimulating speakers on 13th February. Russell Guire, from Centaur 
Biomechanics, will start the evening discussing Marginal Gains in the 
Performance Horse – how several small changes can result in a significant 
difference in performance. Sam Cutts MRCVS will then follow by discussing Clean 
Sport and Avoiding Positive Anti-Doping Blood Tests. The majority of positive 
blood tests are from accidental exposure but this still results in disqualification, 
fines and negative publicity. Sam will discuss how to avoid common pitfalls and 
what to expect if you are tested. Email equine@hooknortonvets.co.uk or phone 
01608 730085 to book your place!

FLU CASES ON THE RISE
Whilst during 2018 there were only two cases of Equine Influenza in the whole UK (one in Scotland, one in 
Oxfordshire) there have already been FIVE separate confirmed UK cases since the 1st of January this year! 
There is also a significant increase in flu cases in Europe and we expect this increased prevalence to 
continue into 2019. This is a reminder to all our clients to vaccinate your horses and to encourage any you 
are in contact with to vaccinate too:

•Vaccination will make your horse much less likely to contract flu if exposed. If your horse does 
contract flu it is likely to be much less severe and of a much shorter duration.
•If exposed, vaccinated horses can still bring the disease back and cause unvaccinated horses 
to contract flu.

We would encourage our clients to vaccinate ALL horses that are either directly OR indirectly in contact 
with different horses (e.g. a yearling on a competition yard could still develop flu if the disease was 
brought back by a vaccinated horse exposed at a competition). The British Horseracing Authority have 
now issued guidance advising that 'all (race)horses who have not had a vaccination against Equine 
Influenza in the last 6 months should receive a booster vaccination'.

If you have any questions or would like to book your horse in, please contact the surgery: 01608 730085.

FEBRUARY 2019 - EQUINE NEWSLETTER
T:01608 730085    E:equine@hooknortonvets.co.uk   www.hooknortonvets.co.uk



WORMING
Due to the mild winter, we have started to see some problems 
with cyathostomiasis – severe diarrhoea caused by encysted 
small Redworm larvae. It is not at the moment possible to test 
for these in a worm egg count, saliva or blood test so we would 
recommend that all horses over the age of 6.5 months are 
treated with a Moxidectin containing product (Equest® or 
Equest® Pramox) this winter. If your horse is very thin or 
otherwise unwell, or you require any other worming advice, 
please contact us on 01608 730085

INVOICING - A Message from our Accounts Team
We would like to use the opportunity of the start of a New Year to remind all our clients of our Payment 
Terms, which are 30 days from date of Invoice. First, many thanks to those of you who always pay 
promptly. Whilst it is our expectation for all invoices to be paid on time, if you have a query about your 
Invoice or particular difficulty in settling your account by the end of the month, please ring Jill or Jean in 
Accounts to discuss the issue (we don't bite!) We can be contacted by phone on 01608 730085 (Option 
3) or e-mailed at accounts@hooknortonvets.co.uk. 
 
Please also inform us in the Accounts Department if you would prefer to receive your invoice by e-mail 
rather than by post in future - as we are keen to do our bit to help save paper (and postage).

WEATHER WARNING
With the recent cold spell and ongoing changeable weather please make sure any changes to your 
horse’s routine are as gradual as possible, to help avoid the risk of colic. Always ensure your horse has 
access to a fresh (unfrozen!) water supply and adlib forage. If you are unable to turn your horse out due 
to the weather, then ensure where possible your horse in exercised in-hand or under saddle to help keep 
bowel movements regular.

The wet ground will soften your horse’s feet, which could lead to the development of a foot abcess. This 
can present itself as an acute lameness as the pressure in the foot builds up. Veterinary attention should 
be sought the same day to rule out any other cause and to establish drainage of the abcess from the 
foot. 

COMING SOON - MORETON-IN-MARSH BRANCH
Our new small animal branch will open on 11th March 2019! It is located in the Cotswold Business Village, 
just off the A44. We will be operating a week day drug delivery to Moreton (as we do for Deddington and 
Charlbury) so local equine clients will now be able to request prescription collection from Moreton too! 
Please allow 24-hours notice for drug collection. Follow our Facebook page for regular build updates. 
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